
At +9%, the Employment Outlook for London remains positive, with optimism slightly up on the previous quarter. 

With an Outlook above the national average, employers in London remain moderately optimistic about job 

creation in the fi rst quarter of 2017.

London employers remain 

optimistic  

Average weekly pay

London continues to be the best-paid region in 

the UK, with average weekly earnings of £734. 

This is £143 higher than the national average.

Hiring Outlook

For the fi rst quarter of 2017, the seasonally 

adjusted Net Employment Outlook in London 

stands at +9%. This is higher than the National 

Outlook (+7%). 

Employment

At 73.6%, the rate of employment in London is 

below the national average. However, the current 

employment rate has seen a 1.1% increase since 

the same period last year.

Unemployment

Unemployment in London is currently 5.6% 

which is higher than the national average (4.9%). 

However, this quarter has seen a 0.7% decrease 

when compared to the same period last year. 

London has among the highest unemployment 

rates in the country. 
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London remains a hive of hiring activity, with rising demand for both temporary and permanent roles, 

particularly in the technology, telecoms, business consulting, and outsourcing sectors. 

The recruitment market is moving very quickly, and with active candidates engaging with multiple 

opportunities, employers are looking with fresh eyes at how their organisations can stand out versus 

the competition.  

One thing we advise employers to do is speed up their recruitment process. Lengthy decision-making 

can lead to a poor experience for candidates and prompt them to seek employment elsewhere.

*The November 2016 ONS employment and unemployment rates and average weekly pay statistics relate to July 2016 – September 

2016; employment by occupation refers to July 2015 – June 2016; and workforce jobs by industry refer to June 2016. The 

ManpowerGroup Employment Outlook Survey is a forward-looking measure, forecasting hiring intentions for Quarter 1 2017.

WHERE DO PEOPLE WORK?

WHAT DO PEOPLE DO?

Manufacturing

Construction

Wholesale, retail, restaurants, hotels and leisure

Transport, storage and comms

Finance and business services 

Public and social 

Managers, Directors and Senior Offi cials

Professional Occupations

Associate Professional and Technical

Administrative and Secretarial

Skilled Trades 

Caring, Leisure and Other Services

Sales and Customer Service

Process Plant and Machine Operatives

Elementary Occupations
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